HABIT AND  PASTIME

provincial capitals, York, Exeter, Chester, Nor-
wich and Shrewsbury, "civility" came to regulate
every human relationship* An elaborate etiquette
arose to govern the modes of address and friend-
ship, in which all was strictly based on rank and
precedence. If, for instance, we are told in the
Rates of Civility, "you meet with a person of quality
in the streets, you must run presently towards
the channel or post yourself so that he may pass
by with his left hand towards you and his right
hand free, and the same rule is to be observed
with coaches." Still harder was the case of a
private gentleman walking between two lords:
whenever they reached the end of the street he
must remember to turn towards the greater of
the two, while if they happened to be of equal
rank, he must turn first towards one and then the
other. It made life rather complicated for the
initiated, but (and this was a consolation) left no
chance for the uninitiated to compete.

There was no limit to the deference due to a
lord. "If," we are told, "his Lordship chances
to sneeze, you are not to bawl out 'God bless you,
Sir/ but, pulling off your hat, bow to him hand-
somely, and make that observation to yourself."
Not merely were his acquaintances to refrain in
their conversational fervour from pulling him by
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